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is of real importance to man- 
kind; and the character of a chriſtian 
Wide , when properly fuj 
truly worthy of eſteem and reſpe 
We do not; indeed, claim that kind of 
reverence, which ſuperſtition and ig- 
norance have in all ages been accufs 
tomed to pay to eccleſiaſtical authori- 
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ty. We pretend not to take upon us 
the office of public religious inſtruc- 
tors, by an immediate commiſſion 
from heaven ; or to have received our 
inveſtiture and; authority from the 
hands of holy men, to whom this ex- 
traordinary power is ſuppoſed to have 
been tranſmitted, by an uninterrupted. 
ſucceſſion, from Chriſt and his Apoſ- 

tles. We deſire no ſuperſtitious ho- 
mage, no implicit faith, no ſervile obe- 
dience. But neither, on the other 
hand, can we apprehend that the 
character in which we appear, or the 
duties which belong to our ſtation, are 
fuch as deſerve to be treated with ridi- 
eee i 191 To 3 


r 


7 


ii 40 chrififin als; our - buſineſs 


is, to ſtop. the progreſs of ignorance ' 
and error; to diſcourage ſuperſtition; 
to promote uſeful knowledge ; to re- 
prove the vices of the age in which 
we live; to lay open the ſecret ſprings 


. 
* \ 


1 


of folly 2 and wickedneſs in the human 
heart; to awaken and preſerve in the 

minds of men a juſt ſenſe of the im- 
portance of virtue; to remind them 
of the extent and variety of their obli- 


oo gations, as rational beings, / members 
of ſociety, creatures of God, and diſci- 
_ ples of Chriſt ; and in 2 word, to em- 


ploy all the powers of eloquence, and -- 


all the influence of good example, for 


the advancement. of wiſdom, virtue, 
and happineſs among mankind. Is 
there any thing ridiculous, any thing 


contemptible, in ſuch an employment 


as this? Or, tall ignorance and- vice 


are baniſhed out of the world (which 


from preſent appearances we have lit. 


tle ground to expect) can it with any 
ſhadow of reaſon be pretended, that 


| a burden to ee oak bbs 


iy 


ee perhaps bee, Mes. 


T: 


ſuch an employment is unneceſſary, | 
or thatcha hoe e Ay | 


. of . 
[ 
; E 


1 A ack is derived from the 17 
A >” ſtitution of this office? Hanſwer; much 
1 eve way. By the public forms of 


3 | 2 5 5 devc tion, L tente of religion, and A re- 
f gard to che providenee and govern - 


ment of Almighty God, are preſerved 
- In the minds of multitudes, who, with - 
ont this inſtitution, would perhaps 
foon forget, that there is a Power a- 
dove, i in whom we live, and move, 
and have our being. By the public 
lectures of inſtruction, men become 
: acquainted with many important ſub- 
jets, to which they would otherwiſe 
1 | y little attention; are reminded of 
ll. Faults in their characters, which would 
otherwiſe paſs unnoticed; and receive 
1 Frequent impreflions in favoür of vir 
* tue, which may reaſonably be preſum · 
1 ed to have a happy influence upon 
1 their conduct. And private advice 
Es and admonition, Küpper and enfor- 
, =» _ ed by a good example (both which 
=: -- ve necellary to Su che charac- 
{ | er 
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ter of 2 chriſtian miniſter) | live 
doubtlefs, in numberleſs inſtances,  - 
been of important ſervice to man - 
kind. L256 . 4 2418.0 82 ft ke, 
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Nor could theſe ends have been ſo 


effectually anſwered without the actu- 
al appointment of an order of men, 
whoſe immediate buſineſs it ſhould; be 

to conduct the public devotions of re- 
ligious ſocieties; ts deliver diſcourſes 


on the great ſubjects of religion and 


morality; and to perform the other 
duties of the miniſterial office. To 
diſcharge theſe duties with propriety 
and advantage, requires a variety of 
peculiar accompliſhments, and a de- 
gree of attention, which can ſcarcely 
be expected, but from thoſe who have 
| paſſed through a ſuitable courſe! of 
preparatory ſtudies, and have devoted 
their time and abilities enn to 
this object. P4 
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But after all, though public religi- 
ons worſhip is in itſelf | reaſonable; 
though the appointment of an order 
of men to conduct it is expedient; the 
actual ſucceſs of the chriſtian miniſtry 
muſt greatly depend upon the dili- 
gence and fidelity of thoſe by whom 
this office is undertaken. On this ac- 
count it ĩs highly reaſonable, that they 


ſhould, at proper ſeaſons, be reminded 


of the nature and importance of the 

character which they have aſſumed, 
and exhorted to take heed unto them - 
ſelves and to their miniſtry, that they 
be found faithful; and it is with 
great propriety that this is made one 
N part of che e of ordi- | 


It Ir ould, 1 be remember- 
wr that chriſtian ſocieties have alſo 
their duties; and that much depends 
upon the manner in which theſe du- 


ties are performed. 'You will not 
T6 Es | therefore 


therefore think it an improper uſe of 


the time allotted for this part of the 
preſent ſervice, if I remind you, my 
chriſtian friends, of the duties Which 
are incumbent upon you as A W 
ſociety, and urge upon l 
might, pat conſtant non. > Foy 


* 


<6 W 3 falfer the 
< word of exhortation,”.../ bd: Folly 
e119, 1 e e 
eb Suffering, in the: iſh place; to ex- 
hort you, to maintain a proper ſenſe 
of the importance of religious inſtitu- 
tions, and to be regular and _— 
in FOOD artena 9 N 


— 


nns just r ee acl 
of lamentation, that indifference to the 


inſtrumental duties of religion is dai 
ly gaining ground amongſt us. Whe- 


ther it be that, in proportion as Know- 
1 increaſes, men are _ to ; para 


Anal fd. HO 


a th 
* * * 


c tubes ban 4 ef a: 


and in' treating the moſt ſacred obliga- 


tidns as matters of -trifling- conſe- 


wWuence; ur whether the fochſh and 


ahſurd practices of enthuſiaſts, have 
induced the more thinking part of 
mankind to neglect even rational reli 
gion itſelf: whether it be, that the 


| love of amuſement hath fo far capti- 


vated the hearts of men, in this age 


of luxury and diſſipation, as to ren- 
; der them incapable of being ſerious in 


any thing but their pleafures; or whe- 
reg homes; buſinefs and the 
purſuit of wealth have fo far engrodied 
their attention, that they care for 
« none of theſe things :” or laſtly, 
whether it be that men are too wiſe 
to be inſtructed, and too good to be 
made better: to whatever cauſe it is 
owing, the fact is certain, that places 


of public worſhip are not ſo regularly 


= read attended as formerly, 
| and 


* aud thit 


< together” for the purpoſes of devo- 


I. oy 


Pr 


great emaltitncles 8 
« forſake the aſſembling of themſebves 


tion. If our forefathers erred in lay- 
ing ton much ſtreſs upon the external 
Forms of piety, we are gone into the 
oppoſite extreme, and treat them with 
culpable indifference and neglect. I 
their characteriſtic faults were enthu- 
ſraſm and hypocriſy, ours are irreligi- 
on and licentiouſneſs. So little are 
men at preſent governed by the ge- 


moſt trifling engagements of buſineſs, 


or the ſmalleſt enticements of pleaſure, 
are ſafficient to divert them from pay- 
ing their public tribute of homage to 
the Maker and Lord of all. I would 


not be uncharitable ; but from the 


taſte and manners of the 


— cannot help fuſpeCting, that if 
the generality of mankind were not 


more powerfully /influenced by a re- 


guard to their reputation and character, 


than 


with the utmoſt-care againſt the con- 
tagion of ſuch examples. Eſteem it 
. not-a proof of good ſenſe, or a mark 


i Fg a reverence Or: the Almighty, 
the houſe of God would 28 this time 


hes _ N forſaken. 
La end r es . 


of a liberal turn of mind, to trample 
upon the ſacred obligations of religi- 


on, and to violate © the firſt and great 


< commandment.” While you have 
any mercies to ren any ſins 
to confeſs, any virtuous habits to ac- 


quire or ſtrengthen, or any need of 
ſupport and conſolation, Aay not, It 


«is in-vain to ſerve God; and what 
is; profit ſhall we have if we pray unto 


« him?” Till you are wiſe beyond 
all danger of being miſled by ignor- 


ande or prejudice, and good beyond 


all poſſibility of farther improvement, 
think it not a uſeleſs employment of 


5 R time, ta * watch at wiſdom's 


cc. gates, 


13 
gates, and wait at the poſts of us 


„ doors.” Hear inſtruction, and be | 


« vibe. and refuſe it not. 1 


et me bort you, gcondy, to 
entertain juſt apprehenſions of the na- 
ture and deſign of the ſeveral parts of 
public worſhip, and reaſonable expec- 


ſpect to the manner in which" they 
ſhould be conducted. A ee deb 2/4 


It is doubtleſs the deſign of War 
religious exerciſes which are immedi- 
ately devotional, to give us an oppor- 
tunity of expreſſing, i in a public and 
ſolemn manner, thoſe pious ſenti- 
ments, which it becomes us to main- 
tain and cultivate towards the Su- 
preme Being. Now, ſince this is the 
caſe, it is evident, that nothing ſhould 
be admitted into public prayers, which 
is not immediately fitted to awaken ' 
en and that our ſole ob- 
B ject 


tations from your miniſters, with re- 


14 


ject in, * them-ſhould be, to: 
.exprels the genuine feelings of the pi- 
ous mind, in plain, natural, unaffected. 
language. If therefore you expect 
that your miniſters, in their public 
forms of devotion, ſhould attempt to 
amuſe big imaginations with philoſo - 
ZE fete Tete a: - the. — 
or the delicacy and refinemęnt of their 
ſentiments; to gratify your love of 
ngyelty-. by. an, endleſs; variety of 
= > thought. and expreſſion; or even to 
= _  nform your judgment, and Svc you. 
3 __ uſeful. leſſons of inſtructian; you ex- 
Pect hat eee tothe na- 
ture and deſign of public worſhip, and 
en to your improvement in a 
temper and character. Every 
thing, of this kind can only ſerve to 
divert your attention from your own. 
immediate and proper buſineſs in acts 


of devation, Wen! is to worſhip your. 
: Maker. 


bo 
Maker. While you are àmuſed and 51 ON 
entertained by the ſehtiments, _ * 
Fuage, or manner bf che Perſon de 
leads your devotions, it is ſcarcely ph 
ſible that you ſhould yourſelves be 
properly devout. Let me therefore 
recommend it as a matter f gest ifi 
portance, to acquire dear ideas of the 
nature and deſign of public worſhip,. 
and a juſt käſte With regard to the 
manner in which/it Hould be conduc- 
ted. Remember chat public devoti- 
ons can only be benchcial to you, 
far as they enable yon to expreſs i 
cheriſh the feritinietits Uf genüge 
piety; and learn, to conſider thüfe 
prayers as the beſt and moſt üſeful, 
which you can with the greateſt caſe 
and advantage adopt as our: 'Own ad- 
dreſs to the Almighty ; aid tò eſtecih 
thoſe the moſt judicious conductofs 
of your devotions, 'who fix your! + 
tention, not on themſelves, Ther en SEES 
the great object of your wech. * 
B 2 Tick, * 
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With reſpett to thoſe. tuns, 
which uſually accompany the public 

exerciſes of devotion, let me exhort | 

you, to remember that the principal 
deſign of them is to promote the prac- 

tice of virtue and religion, and to 
judge of their merit ſolely by their ap- 
n to anſwer this great, end. 


R Many 3 who pretend to 2 
perfectly acquainted with chriſtian 
doctrines, and profeſs a great zeal for 
the true chriſtian faith, imagine their 
own ſyſtem of belief ſo eſſential to the 
Honour, and the very exiſtence of 
chriſtianity, that they eſteem it the 
principal buſineſs of miniſters, to-avow 
and ſupport the ſeveral articles of their 
creed; and hear ſermons with no G- 
ther view, than to judge of the preach- 
ers orthodoxy, and to be confirmed i in 
their own opinions. Theye are others, 
who, entertaining confuſed, myſtical, and 
eee ideas of erelgien, think * 


to eſtablih a rational that is ther 


W 
diſcourſes dryand Mspid. which do not 
riſe above the level of com̃mon ſenſe 
and real life. On the otherhand; chere 
are not a few Who, Having, by a Httte 
accidental reading and conſideration, 
Fully convinced thenifelves of the ab- 
ſurdity of many 1 We - 
generally received; Aid d a 
taſte for ſubjects f critical Gay 
and citation, think it the great 

buſineſs of chriſtian miniſters, to/of-- 
poſe vulgar errors and prej naces; and: 


own—ſyſtem-. of opinions, in thefr - 
ſtead. . By ſuch perſons as theſe, no 
diſcourſe is heard With "SHAKAVE: or =" 
ſpoken of With applaufe, in which tre 1 
preacher doth not diſplay his zeil - 1 
gainſt error; explain ſome- con. 
verted text of ſeripture in favour of - 2 
his own fyſtem; incuc ate ſore ew untl 

unpopular opinion; or diſcover untom- 
mon refinement ald * of 2 


g- * * 


8 


4 Now all theſe, however widely they 


differ from each other in judgment 
and taſte, agree in treating Plain diſ- 
courſes on the moſt obvious topics of 
_ practical religion and morality with 
_ indifference. ., In their eſtimation, a 

ſermon, which attempts to eſtabliſh no 


particular fyſtem, and diſcovers no 


critical {kill, in which the preacher 


contents himſelf with inculcating, in 

a plain and familiar addreſs, duties 
Which every one acknowledges him- 
felf bound to practice, is W wor 


thy of an attentive hearin 8. 


But let me appeal, my brethren, to 


your underſtandings, let me appeal to 


your feelings, whether ſuch diſcourſes 


do in reality deſerve that neglect and 


contempt, with which zealots of all 
perſuaſions and ſects have affected to 


treat them. ls not virtue the proper 
happineſs of human nature ? Can any 


5 be conceived of greater import- 


ance, 


* — O_o k — g ni * * 4 
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ance, than to diſcourage and 2 


the progreſs of vice, to eftabliſh pious 
and virtuous affections, and to pro · 


mote right conduct, among mankind? 


Was not this the great end, for the | 


accompliſhment of which our Saviour 


Jeſus Chriſt both lived and died? Do 


not men continually. need to be re- 


minded of their duty, and urged by | 


every poſlible motive to the practice 
of it? Do not addrefles of this Kind 


(to make uſe of Lord Bacon's phraſe) 


« come home to men's buſineſs and 
« boſoms ?” Are they not directly 
adapted to make thoſe who attend 
upon them uſeful members of do- 
meſtic and civil ſociety; ; ; upright, kind 


and generous in their tranſactions 
with their brethren ; ſober and diſcreet 


in the government of themſelves, and 
pious and devout tawards Almighty 
God? And is not this of infinitely 


greater importance than to make 
them able diſputants, judicious critics, 


—— = 4-4 £ * 


< 20 
or even ſound believers ? Regie not, 
then, ſuch things from your miniſters, 
as they apprehend would be inconſiſt- 
ent with the nature of their office, 
and with a proper attention to your 
moſt important intereſts. Entertain 
not fo low an opinion of them as to 
imagine, that they will attempt to 
gratify your taſte, or to eſtabliſh their 
own. reputation, at the expence of 
their uſefulneſs, and your real im- - 
provement. Expect not, that they 
will meddle with opinions and ſub- 
jects of debate, any farther than they 
are of evident importance as ſprings 
and motives of action; or that they - 
will negle&t the cultivation of your 
diipotitions and manners, for the poor 
ſatisfaction of moulding your judg- 
ment by their own. Reſt ſatisfied, if 
in imitation of the example of Chriſt, 
and in conformity to the true ſpirit of 
the goſpel, they make it the great buſi- 
neſs of their — diſcourſes to exhort 


you, 


— 


4 


you, . to deny ungodlineſs and worldiy 


_ < luſts, and to bbs ſoberly, righteoufly 

« and piouſly in this preſent world; 
* looking for the bleſſed hope, and the 
“ glorious appearing of the great God, 

and our Saviour en Chriſt. * 


Suffer me, in e next place, to 

exhort you, my brethren, to attend 
upon religious inſtitutions, with pro- 
per diſpoſitions, and with a ſincere 
deſire of improving in piety and vir- 


For this purpoſe, let it be your 6rſt 


care, to perform the duties of r eligi· 


ous worſhip with attention and ſeri- 


ouſneſs. If, inſtead of worſhipping 
your Maker, or hearkening to the 
voice of inſtruction, you fuer; your 
imaginations to rove through ſcenes 
of amuſement or buſineſs; or indulge 
yourſelves in indecent Ru of be- 
haviour ; or give way to-an indolent 

—_— 
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aA nd drowſy in difference to the duties 
in Which you pretend to be engaged; 
what can the moſt judicious and rati- 


1 j  _ onal forms of devotion, or the moft 
= 1}. ñnſtructive and pathetic addrefles, on 
BS: ſubjects of the higheſt moment, profit 

vou; How can it be expected that a 


Prayer, or à diſcourſe, which cannot 
[find its way to your underſtanding, 
q ſhould penetrate your hearts, or influ- 
x ER pr pes g behaviour f. | 
But it is not ſufficient that i in · deli 
gious duties you be ſerious and at- 
tentive; it is likewiſe of great import - 
_ ance, that in the ſeveral parts of theſe 
duties, the power and affections of 
your minds ond be vroperly."e em- 


ployed.: 


In public Gbvotions, it is your Hity, | 
not only to hear and underſtand the 
_ prayers which are delivered, but to 
addreſs them to the Almiglity for 

yourſelves, | 


237 


-yourſelves, as expreſſive of the real 
ſentiments of your hearts. Every in- 
dividual ſhould perform the acts of 
religious adoration, with. lively emo- 


tions of veneration, love and joy; thoſe | 
of thankſgiving, with the genuine 
feelings of gratitude. for the mercies 
which he hath received; thoſe of con- 
feſſion, with a humble recollection of 
his faults, and ſerious reſolutions of 
amendment; and thoſe of petition, 
with a ſincere deſire of the bleſfings | 
he ſupplicates, a devout ſenſe of his 
dependence upon the Almighty, and a | 
benevolent concern for the happineſs 
of his fellow creatures. How far theſe: 
pious ſentiments do actually accompa- 
ny your public devotions, is known. 
only to God and your own: canſci-. 
ences. I preſume not to charge you | = 
with the neglect of your duty, in an 1,4 
affair which cannot come under hu- — 
man cognizance. I truſt you have a 
watneſs in your own boſoms, that it 
| 1s 
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= TT e ed and habitual 
4 care, to worſhip your Maker in ſpirit 
3 and in truth. It cannot, however, be 
iimproper tliat you ſhould ſometimes 
andi eſpecially on ſuch occaffons as 
tbheſe) be reminded, that no religious 
ſervice can be either beneficial to your- 
Fs . ſelves, or acceptable to Almighty God, 
where the heart is a ſtranger, and that 
it is only © the fervent prayer of the 
„ righteous n, which aries 
«© much.” a 
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In like manner, it is of the utmoſt 
importance, that you ſhould attend 
upon public religious inſtruction, with 
right views and intentions. Eſteem 

it the principal end of hearing ſer- 
mons, that you may be made better 

by what you hear and deſire to be 
entertained, or even inſtructed, by 
pulpit-diſcourſes, only ſo far as ſhall 

be conſiſtent with, and ſubſervient to 
this 


\ 


e 


| ee end. It is, indeed. g cin SEES 
cumſtance extremely deſirable, that . 
preacher's compoſition and. addreſs þ 
| ſhould be ſuch as are adapted. to en- 7 ü 
gage the attention of his audience, 1 
and to give them pleaſure.” Simplicity 1 
and elegance of ſtile, and a natural, - 
eaſy, and graceful delivery, are accom- i 
plifhments which cannot fail of being 2 'N 
bighly agrecable, eſpecially to perſons | 
of refined taſte and liberal education, | 
And it would be unreaſonable to ex- 
pet, that thoſe who attend upon 
preaching ſhould wholly , diſregard. 
the ornamental qualifications of a 
public ſpeaker. But to make theſe 
incidental circumſtances the prin- 
cipal object of attention; to come to 
places of public worſhip, chiefly in 
hopes of being entertained by the 
preacher's ſentiments or manner, and 
with a view to admire and applaud. 
his rhetorical powers; is to make an 


improper and unworthy uſe of the 
S ſeaſons 
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ſeaſons devoted to the purpoſes of re- 
Hgion, and to ſink the preaching of 
the word of God to a level with thea- 


trical entertainments. That this is a 


prevailing fault in the preſent age, too 


plainly 'appears, from the terms in 
which ſermons are generally applauded 
or cenfured; from the eagerneſs with 

which thoſe preachers are followed, 
who excel, or are generally ſaid to ex- 
cel, in oratorical accompliſhments ; 


and from the indifference and neg- 


lect with which the beſt and moſt uſe- 


ful diſcourſes are commonly heard, 


when they happen to be delivered 
with an improper tone of voice, or to 
be accompanied with awkward and 


ungraceful geſtures. You will not 


therefore deem it impertinent or un- 
ſeaſonable, if I take the liberty to 
caution you againſt this fault; and to 


exhort you, not to ſeek for pleaſure 
at the expence of your improvement. 
| __— not that the great end of 


preaching 
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preaching hath been anſwered, when 


you have been for a few moments 


entertained or amuſed; but be deſir- 
ous that every diſcounls. you hear, 
may make a good impreſſion upon 
your minds, and produce the fruits 
of righteouſneſs in your lives. At- 
tend upon public diſcourſes, to be re- 
minded of your duty ; to acquire the 
knowledge of yourſelves; to eſtabliſh 
the principles: of religion and virtue 
more deeply in your hearts; to learn 
greater circumſpection and prudence 
in the conduct of life, and to improve 
in all the branches of a pious and vir- 
tuous character. And remember, that, 
how much ſoever you may he amuſed or 
even inſtructed by the ſermons you 

hear, till theſe great ends are anſwered 
the word preached hath not profited 
you. Take heed r how * 


hear.“ | p 
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let me farther exhoit you, to pro- 


2 mote as far as you are able, the peace 
and happineſs of the religious ſocieties 


to which you belong, and the intereſts 
of religion in general. If public wor- 
ſhip be in itſelf an important duty, 


and highly conducive to the public 


good; every man is bound to do his 


| part towards the ſupport and ſucceſs 


of religious inſtitutions. Among the 
various ways by which this may be 


done, it is none of the leaſt conſider- 
able, that a decent proviſion be made 


for the comfortable ſubſiſtence of thoſe 


who are employed i in the miniſterial 
office. It is evidently the duty of all 


who attend upon public worſhip to 


contribute, for this purpoſe, according 
to their ability—a duty which ought 
not to be placed upon the ſame foot- 
ing with acts of beneficence and chari- 


ty, and which cannot be neglected 


without a manifeſt violation of the 
laws of honour and equity. But it is 
- as 
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as unneceſſary, as it would be 8 
cate, to dwell upon this d. 


I therefore proceed to ben vou, 
from a regard to your own improve- 
ment, as well as to the happineſs of 
your miniſters, to treat them with that 
degree of candour, affection and re- 
ſpect, which is due to their character, 
and their office. While they claim 
no ſuperſtitious reverence from you, 
and exerciſe no pneſtly authority over 
you; while they diſcharge the duties of 
their office with fidelity, and are free 
from all juſt ground of cenſure in 
their private character, © eſteem them 
« highly in love, for their virtues and 
* their works ſake.” If they ſincerely 
declare to you what appear to them to 
be important truths; though their 
opinions may not in every particular 
agree with your own, give them» an. 
attentive and candid: hearing. If th 
faithfully remind you of the folly 4364 
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_ of like ren with yourſelves, 
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danger of a vicious courſe; if they 
venture to inſiſt upon particular vices, 


of which they apprehend ſome of their 
audience to be guilty, or upon par- 


ticular duties in which they think 


them defective; be not offended at the 
| plainneſs or freedom of their addreſs. 
Nay, if they ſometimes take the liber- 
ty to perform the difficult taſk of 
private admonition, advice or reproof; 

tre it not their faithfulneſs and affec- 


tion with reſentment or neglect; think 
not that they intrude into affairs in 


which they have no concern: but 
remember that both the nature of 
their oſſice, and their perſonal friend- 
ſhip for you, require them to embrace 


every opportunity, whether public or 


private, of promoting your moral and 


u improvement. 


With regard to their conduct in 
private life, remember that they are 


and 


31 
and expect not from them a degree of 
perfection, which is inconfiſtent-with 
the condition of humanity. If their 
general character be amiable and re- 
ſpectable, make charitable allowances 
for trifling foibles, or occaſional fail- 
ings. While they keep within the 
' bounds of innocence ; preſerve them- 
ſelves from that exceſſive love of 

amuſement and pleafure, which would 
give them a habit -of indolence and 
diſſipation, and indiſpoſe them for the 
duties of their office ; and ſupport a 
manlineſs, decorum, and gravity of be- 
haviour, ſuitable to their ſtation; be 
not offended if they ſometimes indulge 
themſelves in thoſe entertainments or 
exerciſes, to which their diſpoſition 
and taſte may incline them. Lay no 
unneceſſary reſtraints upon the con- 
duct of your miniſters,” and require 
not from them that preciſeneſs and 
en of manners, which you think 
1 n. 
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vunſelves under no obligation to ob- 


Farther to promote the intereſts of 
the ſociety. to which you belong, 
cultivate mutual good- will and bro- 
therly love. Senſible that nothing 
would ſo effectually prevent your 


_ © Pleaſure or improvement, in your at- 


tendance upon religious inſtitutions, 

as diſaffection and alienation of heart 
one towards another; avoid as much 
as poſſible every occaſion of ſtrife and 
contention. Let not interfering 


intereſts in life; let not different 


opinions in religion, create jea- 


: louſies, debates, and animoſities a- 
mong you. Be always ready to 
ſacriſice your private taſte, opinions, 


or intereſts, to the public good. Since 
you are partakers of the ſame nature, 


_ diſciples of the ſame maſter, and fellow- 


worſhippers of the ſame God; “ love 


« as brethren, and endeavour to pre- 


preſerve 
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10 « preſerve the unity of the pit the {1 
© 66, en of race, Jung 10 290 f | i 
on babe adi of +. 
5 ity: fine; Let ai concern for the 
honour and intereſt of religion extend, 
not to your own ſociety alone, but to 
the world in general. Conſider your- 
ſelves as related to all thoſe who rank 
themſelves under the denomi nation 
to which you belong, to chriſtians: f 
every ſect and profeſſion, and to good 
men of every religion and country 
under heaven. And chearfully con- 7 
tribute your part, towards the:defence 
of religious liberty, the progreſs of 
uſeful knowledge, and the 'eſtabliſhs _ 7 
ment of pure ini *_ true 65, 
res; in the world. eee 
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Suffer me, in the laſt pub to (ey 9 

| hort you my brethren, to ſupport a 
character agreeable to the profęſſion 
which you make, and the advantages 
W you enjoy. You acknowledge 
E ä 
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geen boner Goa, and. di 
ciples of hriſt. You Are, from time 
to time, reminded of your religious 
and chriſtian principles, inſtructed in 
the- ſeveral branches of your duty, 
and urged to the practice of it by the 
moſt intereſting motives. May it not 
therefore juſily be expected from you, 
that you ſhould excel in every thing 
that is amiable and praiſe-worthy ? 
After ſuch profeſſions, and with ſuch 


advantages, it is ſurely reaſonable, 
that you ſhould be diſtinguiſhed by 
your pious regard to the providence 
of God in all the concerns of your 
lives; by your chearful ſubmiſſion to 
his appointments; by an upright, 
benevolent, and generous behaviour 
towards your fellow - creatures; and by 
the habitual regularity and ſobriety 
f your manners. A conduct thus 
cent, virtuous, and exemplary, 
ind have a right to expect from 
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ceptable reward of their labors, and 


the ſureſt ſupport of the intereſts of | 


religion and chriſtianity in the world; | 1 79 
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your Maker enjoins, as the beſt ex · 
preflion of your ſubjection to his au- 
thority, and your gratitude for his 


- « mercies ; and Four own intereſts, both 


in this life and that which is}to come, - 


abſolutdy require. By your renand © 
to the good opinion of your brethren; 


by youreſteem and affettion for your 


miniſters ; by your zeal for the cauſe of 


Chriſt ; by your reverence for the 7 au- | 


thority of God; and finally, by your 


concern for your own welfare, we 


therefore beſeech © and exhort you, 
that, as ye have © received of us how 
« ye ought to walk and to 

„God, ſo ye would abound more 


«© and more.” 
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THE END. 
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